[Postoperatively developing serratus paresis as a legal problem].
It is demonstrated in five exemplary cases that a neuralgic amyotrophy with particular involvement of the long thoracic nerve was the cause of a postoperative serratus paresis. In any case liability claims, it is essential for an expert's opinion on postoperative serratus paresis to differentiate this pathology from intraoperative injuries caused by pressure. Above all the interval between operation and the first manifestation of symptoms, as well as the development of distinct pain count against an intraoperative plexus lesion.